
 

   

Stay Focused 
ACTS 15:13-35 
6/27/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 15:1-35. Read Acts 14:1-

28 or listen to “Open Doors” in the message archive. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. 

• Research the essentials and non-essentials of Christian doctrine. How can they be used to unify 
the church? How can they be used to distract or divide the church? How did they come into 

play in this study? Why is salvation an essential doctrine and what can happen if you get it 
wrong? 

LEAD  
• Highlight the role prayer, fasting, and worshiping as a family has in resolving conflicts in a 

way that promotes unity and glorifies God. Even though these disciplines do not appear in our 

passage, the foundation was laid in Acts 1 and the church continued in this way as it grew. 

• Emphasize the dangers of distraction and division brought about by false teachings. Even 
well-meaning people with unsound doctrine can upend the lives of believers at different levels 
of spiritual maturity and divide a church. 

LISTEN  
• Listen and watch for evidence of spiritual growth in your group members. Encourage that 

growth during your group time as you are led to do so by the Spirit.  

LOVE  
• Connect with your group this week (phone, email, text) to remind them to stay focused on the 

church’s mission.   

• Pray with our family of faith at First Norfolk on Tuesday nights at 6:30 pm in the chapel 
during the month of June.

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
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Stay Focused 
ACTS 15:1-35 
6/27/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when we stay focused on the mission. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What have been some extra-biblical rules you’ve been encouraged to follow? 

Rules. We all have to follow rules. No one ever gets old enough, wise enough, or powerful 
enough to be exempt from following rules. Rules can make us feel secure. Rules can give us a level 
of comfort. But rules can easily become the focus in the workplace, home, or church if we aren’t 
careful. Rules can suddenly become the main thing—the object of our focus. Rules, while helpful, 

often make terrible masters. 

As Christians, we must be diligent to keep our focus on the main purpose we have— to know 
Christ and make Him known. We cannot accomplish this if we add unbiblical requirements to the 
gospel. People are not saved by their works or by following a set of rules. People are saved by 

grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone for the glory of God alone. When this truth 
undergirds our Christian walk and our gospel witness, we help the church fulfill her calling by 
staying focused on the mission. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 15:1-5 

• Why did Barnabas and Paul dispute the teachings of the men from Judea? How did these 

teachings conflict with what Paul later wrote in Ephesians 2:8-9?  

• What was in jeopardy if the church couldn’t reach an agreement about these issues? How 
would things be different for Christians today if the people in Acts 15:5 had been successful? 

• Why should we expect conflict within the church? In what ways can conflict be productive? In 
what ways can it be destructive? Why is important to resolve all conflicts in a biblical 
manner?  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 15:6-21  

• Why was it important for Peter to remind the Pharisaic believers that the Jews, throughout 

their history, were unable to keep the Law to God’s satisfaction (v. 9)? 

• Why was it important for Peter to remind the Pharisaic believers that the Jews, throughout 

their history, were unable to keep the Law to God’s satisfaction? Why was it also important 
for Barnabas and Paul to share their testimony about the Holy Spirit’s work among the 
Gentiles? 

• How did James resolve the conflict? How did his compromise satisfy both parties? What is the 

significance of James’s decision and that of the council, in light of Acts 1:8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 15:22-35 

• Why would a letter and representatives from the Jerusalem church be a good way to 

communicate the apostles’ decision? 

• What is the tone of the letter? What are its main points?  

• What was the church at Antioch’s immediate response to the resolution of the conflict? What 

tells us they remained focused on their mission in spite of the doctrinal issue they faced? 
What can we learn from this?  

 

 

 

 

Name some extra rules or requirements for salvation you’ve heard 
from believers or non-believers. Did you ever adhere to any of these 
rules? If so, why? What happened when you learned the truth? How 
can these extra rules and requirements impede the spiritual growth 
of a believer? How can they impact the way you share the gospel? 

 
DISCUSS 

What roles did experience, theology, and practical considerations 
play in the decision-making process of this council? Why are all three 
important? Is there any evidence that the Holy Spirit was involved in 
this process? Explain. Do we use this process? If so, how? If not, why 
not and what can we do to change?  

 
DISCUSS 

Why is it so easy to become distracted by non-essential or even non-
biblical issues? What does it say about our spiritual maturity when we 
are more concerned about adhering to our traditions than we are about 
accurately proclaiming the gospel? What can we do to stay focused on 
the gospel as individuals, as a group, and as a church?   

 
DISCUSS 
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APPLICATION 

What do you believe about salvation? Are your beliefs supported by Scripture? Is your 
gospel presentation supported by Scripture? Connect with a spiritually mature group 
member this week to ask questions about your beliefs and the way you share the gospel.  

PRAYER 
Thank God for the mercy He’s shown us through His Son, Jesus. Acknowledge that our salvation is 

totally dependent upon the Lord and His grace to us through Jesus’ death on our behalf. Pray that 
our focus would be kept on His grace, not our works, and that we would boldly proclaim our 
dependence on Him to others. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 15:1-2, 21-23, 27-28, 30-31 

15:1-2. After their missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch (14:28). During 
their stay, some men traveled from Judea to Antioch. They began to teach that Gentiles had to be 
circumcised to be saved. They had to keep the custom prescribed by Moses. These men from 
Judea comprised the circumcision party. Paul and Barnabas contested the Judaizers’ teaching that 

circumcision was necessary for salvation—that Gentiles had to be a part of Israel, the covenant 
community, to become Christians. The words engaged . . . in serious argument and debate 
describe a heated, face-to-face confrontation in which Paul and Barnabas rejected the Judaizers’ 

claim. The term they used refers to the Antioch congregation. Possibly in a called meeting, the 
church formally designated Paul and Barnabas and some others as representatives to go up to 
the apostles and elders in Jerusalem. 

15:21-23. James’s reason for invoking Moses and the widespread proclamation of the law is not 

entirely clear. He may have meant that Jewish people who spread throughout the world via the 
Diaspora had made Moses’ law known among Gentiles through their public reading of Scripture. 
Alternatively, he may have been saying that the standards he demanded of Gentiles in verse 20 
reflected universal moral laws that were enshrined in the law of Moses. Judas and Silas, both 

leading men among the brothers in Jerusalem, accompanied Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch 
in order to vouch (personally and via hand-delivered letter) for the results of the Jerusalem 
Council. 

15:27-28. A letter in the ancient world was a substitute for the personal presence of the author. It 

was often carried by a trusted person who would validate and expand upon its contents, which 
Judas and Silas as emissaries of the leaders of the Jerusalem church would do. James names both 
the Holy Spirit and human initiative (ours) as factors in the Council’s decision. Throughout the New 

Testament, there is interplay between divine guidance and human actions that accomplish God’s 
purpose (e.g., Php 2:12-13). 

15:30-31. When the believers in Antioch read the letter, they were glad for its encouraging 
message. They rejoiced that their salvation in Christ was affirmed. They rejoiced that the gospel 

they had believed was correct, that salvation is a result of grace alone, not grace plus works. 
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Also, they no doubt were glad they did not have to begin the process of becoming Jewish 
proselytes, which all Gentile believers would have if the Judaizers’ position had been affirmed. 


